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2014 SPAN groups now forming: Russia and Cuba/Puerto 

From left, the 2014 SPAN advisors are August Nimtz and Melisa Riviere, 
co-advisors to Cuba/Puerto Rico, and Matthew Miller, advisor to Russia.

SPAN students 
need your support!

Study abroad is increasingly ex-
pensive but, as you will remember, 
is well worth it. Your donation in 
any amount will help make SPAN 
possible for the students who 
become part of these groups. Mail 
your gift to SPAN, 774 Social 
Sciences Building, University 
of Minnesota, Delivery Code 
7173, 267 19th Ave. S., Min-
neapolis, MN 55455. Note the 
change in room number in the ad-
dress. An envelope is enclosed.

The Student Project for Amity among 
Nations (SPAN) is now recruiting 
students for two exciting destinations: 
Russia and Cuba/Puerto Rico. The 
faculty advisors met in August for an 
orientation to their teaching and men-
toring duties.

Co-advisors to Cuba/Puerto Rico are 
August Nimtz, Ph.D., a University 
of Minnesota political science pro-
fessor who teaches about the Cuban 
Revolution, and Melisa Riviere, 
Ph.D., an anthropologist who cur-
rently is a visiting scholar at the Insti-
tute for Caribbean Studies, University 
of Puerto Rico.

Advisor to Russia. Matthew Miller, 
Ph.D., is a history professor at the 
University of Northwestern, St. Paul 
and author of the recently published 
The American YMCA and Rus-
sian Culture: The Preservation and 
Expansion of Orthodox Christianity, 
1900-1940. He served as advisor to 
SPAN groups to Russia in 2010 and 
2012.

In South Africa last summer, Michelle 
Weiss (left) and Rachel Scarfone met 
“the snake lady” as part of Rachel’s 
research on wildlife management. 

See pp. 4-5 for more photos and es-
says from 2013 SPANners.
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Bon Voyage banquet honors and sends off 2013 SPANners

The following SPAN scholarships were awarded at the 
Bon Voyage banquet to students who went to France 
and South Africa:

Ruth Elliff Memorial Scholarship: Alyssa Banks, 
Becky Lietzau, Rachel Scarfone, Michelle Weiss, and 
Felicia Wilson, South Africa; Peter Clausen, Camille 
Lizama, Leah Rogotzke, and Jacqueline Stein, France. 

Joanne Buggey Scholarship: 
Michelle Weiss, South Africa

Anne E. Hammill Memorial Scholarship: 
Becky Lietzau, South Africa

John D. Lindstrom Scholarship: 
Jacqueline Stein, France

Banquet participants raised candles to underscore SPAN’s 
66-year-old motto: It is better to light one candle than to curse 
the darkness.

Banquet speaker William Clute (left), visited with Theofanis 
G. Stavrou, SPAN executive director.

Fifty current and past SPAN participants – plus advi-
sors, family members, and friends – gathered April 20 
at the McNamara Alumni Center, University of Min-
nesota, for SPAN’s 66th annual Bon Voyage Banquet.

Keynote speaker was William Clute, Ph.D., Mo-
rocco 1962. Now an emeritus sociology professor at 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha, he reflected 
on how SPAN affected his college major, his career 

choice, and his lifelong interests. Dr. Clute spoke 
about the value of a liberal arts education in helping 
people develop multiple perspectives as they think 
about current events. He recalled that his SPAN 
group had such a positive impact in Morocco that the 
country’s government decided to participate with the 
U.S. Peace Corps, which now has been operating in 
Morocco for 50 years.

Dean and Janet Lund Scholarship: Alyssa 
Banks and Felicia Wilson, South Africa, Camille Liza-
ma and Leah Rogotzke, France (see photo on p. 7)

Kenneth Norquist Scholarship: 
Peter Clausen, France

Stavrou All-SPAN Scholarship: 
Rachel Scarfone, South Africa

Kathryn M. Sederberg Memorial Scholarship: 
Becky Lietzau and Felicia Wilson, South Africa, and 
Jacqueline Stein, France

All-Alumni Scholarship: 
Jacqueline Stein, France

France and South Africa 2013 students receive SPAN scholarships
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A message from the SPAN executive director

Thanks to the tireless efforts of our 
supporting staff, several volun-
teers (students and alumni), and 
the ongoing support of the entire 
family of the Student Project for 
Amity among Nations (SPAN), our 
program continues to take impres-
sive steps as we transition to the 
next phase of our existence.  

Our transition, which is emotional 
as well as physical, will enable 
SPAN to continue to help our 
students widen their intellectual 
and social horizons and to pro-
mote peace through careful study 
at home and abroad. I encourage 
you to read this newsletter care-
fully, as current and past SPAN-
ners speak eloquently and beauti-
fully about the enduring values 
that all SPANners cherish. 

I want, above all, to assure you 
that we have redoubled our efforts 
to recruit a greater number of stu-
dents for the summer of 2014.  We 
plan to have at least ten students 
for each of the two countries (Rus-
sia and Cuba/Puerto Rico). And 
I am delighted to report that our 
advisors leading these groups are 
among the best we could have 
hoped to recruit.
 
I wish to pass on to you the words 
of one of SPAN’s greatest admir-
ers and supporters, Frank J. 

Sorauf, Ph.D., who passed away in 
early September 2013. Dr. Sorauf 
was an internationally recog-
nized political scientist who served 
as chair of the Political Science 
Department (1966-1969), and as 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
(CLA) (1973-1978). He was also a 
Regents Professor, the highest 
recognition for excellence offered 
by the University of Minnesota. He 
had a great appreciation of other 
cultures and encouraged efforts to 
study and understand them. He to-
tally supported SPAN in all its ac-
tivities. I remember fondly when, 
despite his busy schedule as dean, 
he came to my home to meet with 
a group of SPANners bound for 
Greece under my leadership.  He 
first discussed the significance 
of perceptions in international 
relations and the reasons some 
countries may feel the way they do 
toward the United States. Then fol-
lowed an hour of questions and 
answers.  It was mesmerizing to 
see the way he engaged the stu-
dents. He told me later that, in his 
opinion, SPAN’s approach is the 
finest form of a learning process; 
he emphasized the value of the 
preparation year and the writing of 
the research paper. “We should be 
doing more of this type of learn-
ing,” he said. I still view it as the 
finest form of expression of confi-
dence, by a distinguished scholar 

and administrator, in the quality 
of the research and study abroad 
experience students may experi-
ence through SPAN.
 
SPAN still enjoys this kind 
of high regard among colleagues 
and friends at the University, 
and we can count on their sup-
port. In my meeting with the dean 
of CLA last spring, it was refresh-
ing to hear him say that the pas-
sion for the continuation of SPAN 
is quite pervasive at the University 
of Minnesota. We want to reinforce 
this passion by demonstrating 
to University leaders that SPAN 
strives to live up to all expecta-
tions, academic and social, and 
that we are integrated into the mis-
sion of the University and other 
institutions of higher learning 
in Minnesota. SPAN papers fre-
quently help fulfill the requirement 
for senior papers in several depart-
ments. We are working to ensure 
that SPAN courses also qualify for 
the Writing Intensive designation.  
 
These are all good, positive steps 
on the road to SPAN’s transition 
to a more healthy and sustainable 
environment. Thank you all for 
your tireless efforts in making such 
accomplishments possible.
 
Theofanis G. Stavrou, Ph.D.
Professor of History  

SPANners move around a great deal! SPAN’s alumni coordinator, Charlaine Tolkien, Uganda 1967, regular-
ly updates our mailing lists and has found current addresses for many people. If you have recently moved, 
or will soon, please let us know at span@umn.edu. If you know the address of another member of your SPAN 
group who might not be receiving our newsletter, let us know that, too. Do you want to be in contact with 
members your SPAN group? If interested, contact us. SPAN policy is to share contact information only with 
members of the same country group  and year.

Planning to move? Want to contact your SPAN group?
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SPAN students share their 2013 experiences 
SOUTH AFRICA
Becky Lietzau, South Africa 
2013, photographed youth danc-
ing near a Zulu township in Botha 
Hills outside of Durban. 

Becky’s research project involved 
in-depth interviews with South 
African residents about their lives 
and sense of place. About the 
photo, she wrote:

“[The countryside was] absolutely 
beautiful with rolling hills one 
after the other. The tour included 
lunch and conversation in a host 
home within the township, then a 
visit to an orphanage, and a meet-
ing with a woman shaman who 
threw bones and read our futures. 
All this was followed by an evening 
dance at the top of a hill in the 
village. They were township youth 
who have learned traditional Zulu 
dancing and performed for us. 
What a great day!” 

Felicia Wilson, South Africa 2013, 
met two boys, recently orphaned, 
who were being assisted by a non-
governmental organization in Sowe-
to. Felicia’s research project focused 
on work of church-related social 
service organizations. She was there 
during a time when organizations 
were promoting “67 minutes of good 
deeds,” in honor of Nelson Mandela’s 
67 years of service to South Africa. 

South African drummers in the sunset

Members of the South Africa SPAN group joined their B&B hosts in Soweto.  
SPAN group members in the back row are Alyssa Banks, left, and Andrew 
Carlson, advisor, third from left. In the front row are Becky Lietzau and 
Rachel Scarfone, second and third from left, and Michelle Weiss, far right.
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Camille Lizama and Peter Clausen, France 2013, 
viewed Paris during a visit to Camille’s  uncle.

FRANCE
Camille Lizama, France 2013, studied Russian émi-
gré communities in France. Commenting on her SPAN 
experience, she wrote:

“Living in Paris, a city so rich in history, allowed me to 
walk in the footsteps of Russian emigre figures I had 
previously only encountered through books. This tactile 
experience sharpened my understanding of their lives 
in the early twentieth century and led to the discovery 
of contemporary Russian communities. One of the 
many highlights of this summer included attending a 
Russian opera at a theater famous for hosting the Bal-
lets Russes for its first season in 1913. 

“Conducting research in a foreign country was not 
always easy, but it was in moments of frustration that I 
honed the most valuable skills. My summer with SPAN 
has helped me think across generations, cultures and 
languages. Thank you to the staff and alumni for pro-
viding innumerable lessons and moments of joy.”

Jacqueline Stein (left) and Leah Rogotzke, France 
2013, took a break to visit the Cathedral of Notre 
Dame.

Leah Rogotzke, France 2013, wrote, “While studying 
the subject of Muslim women in secular France, I had 
the opportunity to meet and speak with a lot of wonder-
ful people. I stopped by the Mosque of Paris to inter-
view some people on their experience as Muslims in 
France. My French is very limited so I asked in French 
if they spoke English. When I received an answer in 
the negative, I then asked in Arabic if they spoke Ara-
bic. Everyone's faces lit up and they enthusiastically 
started speaking to me in Arabic. It was apparent that 
they didn't expect the American who just admitted that 
she didn't speak French then to start up in conversa-
tional Arabic. Breaking the language barrier was huge, 
they welcomed me to come back the next day to meet 
with more people. When I pointed out that it would 
be Friday and the Paris Mosque would be closed to all 
non-Muslims, they said ‘no problem, come anyway!’ All 
those I spoke with brought up the veil as an ongoing 
and pervasive issue within French society.”
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SPANners throughout the years: 
reminiscences, reunions, accomplishments

Del Anderson, India 1953, writes, “Hard to imagine 
that my SPAN adventure goes back 60 years – and 
I’ve been a global person ever since (and our whole 
family as well). We’re currently following the Face-
book entries by our granddaughter, currently studying 
at Rhodes University in Grahamstown, South Africa.”

Two SPANners were recently recognized by Macales-
ter College, their alma mater:

Barbara Walling Boat, Spain 1961, received a 
Distinguished Citizen alumni award from Macalester 
College. Her SPAN experience was cited in an article 
on the award in Macalester Today. Dr. Boat, now an 
associate professor of psychiatry at the University of 
Cincinnati College of Medicine, was honored for her 
career in psychology research, teaching, and practice. 
She conducted groundbreaking research on the use of 
anatomical dolls in sexual abuse investigations and is 
a national expert on child trauma and abuse.

Richard Johanson, Nigeria 1962, recently received 
the Macalester College Turck Global Citizenship 
Award. He cites the SPAN experience, in which he 
studied Hansen’s disease, then called leprosy, as set-
ting the course for his career. After receiving his BA 
from Macalester in 1963, Johanson went on to Har-
vard University to study developing countries. He has 
worked in 70 countries, designing educational invest-
ment programs. He continues to travel and work in 
international education.

Paul Anderson, Algeria 1964, retired last May as 
justice for the Minnesota Supreme Court. He was 
described in a May 31, 2013 Star Tribune article as 
“an unabashed populist-progressive who in 20 years 
played a role in groundbreaking decisions.” Anderson 
is quoted as saying, “Behind every case there’s a hu-
man being, and you can never forget about that.” He 
earned a BA from Macalester College and a law degree 
from the University of Minnesota.

Five members of the Morocco 1962 SPAN group held 
a reunion in Minneapolis in June. Four of the five are 
shown with their advisor, Prof. Mohamed Selim, 
whom most had not since they had a 10-year reunion 
in 1972. They caught up on 51 years of life since their 
SPAN summer, as well as current events in Prof. Se-
lim’s native Egypt. A fifth Morocco SPANner, Grego-
ry Casey, participated by telephone from Columbia, 
Mo. The other group member still in contact is Wil-
liam Clute (photo on p. 2), who was SPAN’s banquet 
speaker in April. 

From left, Julie Broberg Boots, Edith Henderson Ruby, 
Evelyn Hovda Anderson, and Phyllis Swanson Lacroix, 
visited the home of their 1962 advisor, Prof. Mohamed Selim.

SPAN alumni: Send your reunion photos and 
your personal news to span@umn.edu.
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Executive board members Janet and Dean Lund, 1950 SPANners, met with re-
cipients of the Lund scholarship at the April Bon Voyage banquet: from left, Camille 
Lizama, France, and Alyssa Banks and Felicia Wilson, South Africa. The fourth 
recipient, Leah Rogotzke, France, was unable to attend the banquet; she was study-
ing for her master’s degree at the University of Jordan.

Meet the 2013-14 SPAN executive board
The executive board is the governing body of the Student Project for 
Amity among Nations (SPAN). It meets four times a year to hear reports, 
make recommendations, and act on important business. Its members 
include current students, advisors, alumni, and other interested persons. 
Anyone is welcome to attend meetings. Contact SPAN for dates and de-
tails. Following are current executive board members:

President: 
Tim McDonald, Russia 2012
Vice President: 
Kay Leeman, Great Britain 2012
Scholarships/Financial: 
Becky Lietzau, South Africa 2013

SPANners at-large:
Alec Albright, Russia 2012
Maggie Hofius, Russia 2010
Jacqueline Stein, France 2013
Michelle Weiss, South Africa 2013
Additional representatives will be 
named from 2014 groups

Alumni at-large:
John Mazis, Ph.D., Greece 1995
Charlaine Tolkien, Uganda 1967
Kay Thomas, Ph.D., Greece 1962

Honorary alumni:
Teresa Callies, Greece 1988

Richard Wicklund, Ghana 1961
Dean Lund, Sweden 1950
Janet Thomas Lund, England 1950

Faculty advisors:
Melisa Riviere, Ph.D., 
Cuba-Puerto Rice 2014
August Nimtz, Ph.D., 
Cuba-Puerto Rice 2014
Matthew Miller, Ph.D., 
Russia 2010, 2012, 2014

Faculty at large: 
John (Kim) Munholland, Ph.D., 
France 2013
Andrew Carlson, Ph.D., France 
2013

Staff:
Executive Director: 
Theofanis G. Stavrou, Ph.D.
Evelyn Anderson, Morocco 1962
Susan Wiese, Kenya 1972

A new scholarship has been created 
in memory of a pioneering Lutheran 
and ecumenical leader, Rev. Con-
stance Fern Parvey, West Germany 
1951 (see Remembering SPANners, 
page 8). As a pastor and chaplain, 
Rev. Parvey was involved in Lutheran 
campus ministry, where, according 
to her homilist and friend, Rev. John 
S. Kidd, she “had the gift of meeting 
people and almost immediately trying 
to connect them to someone else” to 
weave a fabric of relationships. As one 
of the first women to be ordained in 
the Lutheran Church, Parvey served 
as a role model and opened doors 
through which women of faith could 
more easily pass.

Her SPAN paper was titled, “An Inves-
tigation of German Youth Leadership 
Training Schools.” After college, she 
worked with World War II’s displaced 
persons in Germany, which led to her 
interest in the Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service. 

Anne E. Hammill, Finland 1957, 
has been remembered and recognized 
through a memorial scholarship, 
awarded to SPANners interested in 
finance, economics or agriculture. 
Anne’s brother and sister, James and 
Mary, have maintained an interest 
in SPAN and in educating the next 
generation of economists. This past 
spring James Hammill received the 
Outstanding Alumni award from the 
University of Minnesota Department 
of Applied Economics. 

SPAN expresses its sincere gratitude 
for support in honor of these alumni. 

The people behind 
SPAN scholarships
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Barbara McCamus Corder, South Africa 1957, had de-
grees from the University of Minnesota and the University of 
Wisconsin. She was a professor of English, having taught at 
Carleton College, the University of Tennessee, Tennessee State 
and Vanderbilt University. Her husband John, who preceded 
her in death, also was a professor of English at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. She died in February 2013 and is survived by her sister 
and by nieces and their children.

Elaine Oberg Gabriel, Sweden 1947, was a member of one 
of the very first SPAN groups. She died in May 2013 at the age 
of 91. She is survived by her husband of 64 years, five children, 
and 11 grandchildren.

Rosemary Ann Camp Hauschild, Sweden 1968, died in 
July 2013. She received a bachelor’s degree in journalism and 
a master’s degree in business administration from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. She loved to travel, was a member of 
Toastmasters, and worked as a life and business coach. She is 
survived by her husband, son and daughter, and two grand-
children.

Paul Martin, USSR 1960, died in August 2013. He earned a 
B.A. in International Relations and a Master of Education de-
gree. He taught math and science in the Peace Corps in Nyasa-

We remember SPANners
land, which later became Malawi. There he met his wife 
Bridget, working for a British organization. They worked 
in Malawi for several years and also taught in Spain. Re-
turning to Minnesota in 1980, Paul resumed his teaching 
career and volunteered in his church and as a reader for 
Minnesota Services for the Blind. He is survived by his 
wife and son and daughter.

Rev. Constance Fern Parvey, West Germany 1951, 
was one of the first women students at Harvard Divin-
ity School, graduating with a Bachelor of Divinity degree 
in 1963; she also was the first woman ordained in the 
Lutheran church in New England. She served as Lu-
theran chaplain at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. While 
working for the World Council of Churches in Geneva, 
Switzerland, she directed the groundbreaking “Study on 
the Community of Women and Men in the Church.” She 
served on many professional committees and boards, 
authored three books and more than 100 shorter pieces 
on the ecumenical movement, ordination of women, 
social ethics and the arts. She is survived by a sister and 
several nephews. Parvey died in Cambridge, MA., on May 
21, 2011. (Read more about Rev. Parvey in “The people 
behind SPAN scholarships,” page 7.)

Note new office number!
Student Project for Amity among Nations
University of Minnesota 
774 Social Science Building
Delivery Code 7173
267 19th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-1083
Fax:  612-626-2242
Email: span@umn.edu
Website: 
www.spanalumni.org
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com

Editor: 
Evelyn Anderson, Morocco 1962
Designer: 
Jacqueline Stein, France 2013
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